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Christmas Lights
We do hope that you enjoyed the lights over the festive break
and that they encouraged you to ‘shop locally’, to go some
way towards helping our shops and traders in these difficult
times. Thank you to those who have been complimentary in
their comments and thank you also to Cytiva for the new
lights on their tree.

cases, they failed completely. In addition, we have learned
that the lights on the live trees are no longer produced, which
will present difficulties if, as can happen, some of the strings
of lights fail.

Therefore, we are currently
exploring our options for the
Although we were able to future but will undoubtedly be
eventually complete the faced
with
some
capital
programme to refresh the expenditure this year.
lights, including this season to
In the Parish Council’s autumn
install an underground power
newsletter, we advised that we
supply for the tree lights on
the Chenies Parade verge and would be launching an appeal at
adding lights to two more of this time but in view of the
the trees, we are now faced above-mentioned situation and
with further decisions for the the current lockdown that is
affecting
our
shops
and
street column motifs.
businesses, we have decided to
You may not have noticed,
delay the appeal for a few
but at least 50% of them had
partial failures and in two months.

One of the motifs

Carols on the green
Pictures show this annual December service, on this
occasion with social distancing and no singing, supported
by the excellent brass ensemble from the Amersham
Music Centre.

WI’s Santa decorations on the tree on
the village green
Cytiva’s Christmas tree
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Community Association News
Local development plans: what next?
The government white paper of 2020 ‘Planning for the Future’
made radical proposals to streamline and speed up the planning
process. The proposals would oblige planning authorities to
make local plans dividing their areas into three categories of
land: for growth (much development), renewal (limited
development), or protection (Green Belt etc, little
development). Planning applications would be judged taking
into account the category, and it is hoped this would bring more
rapid decision making. Objectors argue that this system would
reduce the scope for debate on applications. The white paper
also proposed that most development would take place in areas
where house prices are high, meaning the south- east, but there
are already signs that the government is reconsidering this
under pressure from MPs.
In the consultation on the white paper, both Buckinghamshire
Council and Little Chalfont Parish Council objected that the
proposals would shift power towards developers and away from
councils and residents. The texts of both responses, and of those
to a separate consultation on more technical matters, are on our
website www.savelittlechalfont.org.uk under ’Planning System
Changes’.

Buckinghamshire Council has decided to delay the main work on
its new local plan for the county until 2022-2024, when new
legislation should appear making clear the government’s
requirements following the white paper. In the meantime the
planners will begin local ‘evidence gathering’, to which the
Community Association and the Parish Council will contribute.
Buckinghamshire Council has withdrawn the draft Chiltern and
South Bucks local plan, rather than continue an expensive

dispute with the Planning Inspectors over how the plan
approached cooperation with Slough Borough Council.
Therefore our district will have no up-to-date local plan until the
county plan is completed in 2024 or 2025.

This does not mean that the proposal, in the withdrawn plan, to
build up to 700 dwellings in the Green Belt between Lodge Lane
and Burtons Lane has gone away, although decisions on it may
be delayed. Follow www.savelittlechalfont.org.uk for any news.

The temporary absence of an up-to-date local plan, and the fact
that the planning authority cannot show a ‘five-year land supply’
for housing here as required by current government rules, may
bring opportunistic applications for inappropriate development.
The Community Association and the Parish Council will fight to
protect the village and our surroundings, using the 1997 Chiltern
Adopted Local Plan and other established policies.

Amersham Community Board - Update
The Amersham Community Board (the
Board) covers the communities of Little
Chalfont, Amersham, Chesham Bois and
Coleshill.

There are working/focus groups for most
of the priorities, attended by the
appropriate organisations, together with
representatives from parish councils and
community organisations. It is early days
It has a budget to deal with locally chosen
for the working/focus groups and,
priorities, which for the year ending 31
although they may not yet be achieving
March 2021 are:
maximum effectiveness, they remain of

Coronavirus recovery and ongoing key importance for the Board in its aim to
support
be operating closely with the

Green issues and the environment communities.


The health and wellbeing of young
people

Continued attendance by representatives
from the Community Association and
Parish Council will be vital for the future

Village and town centre revival
and we shall also be encouraging
A lot of effort has been put in by the
involvement by other organisations in
board to involve the relevant departments
Little Chalfont.
of the Buckinghamshire Council, together
With regard to grants from the Board’s
with different agencies and local
organisations, particularly in encouraging budget, a contribution (alongside other
more working together for the benefit of Boards) has been made to Voices and
Choices (https://voicesandchoices.org.uk)
the communities.
to help fund its companionship scheme
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and the Citizens Advice Bureau has
received funds to support a debt
counsellor in our Board area. Both of
these will enhance the available support
during the pandemic.
Amongst other grants, the Community
Association has received additional
monies to support the efforts of Little
Chalfont Good Neighbours, as it focuses
on help and advice for residents during
the pandemic and there has been a
professional marketing campaign in
Amersham (Totally Amersham), to
encourage local shopping.

A January newsletter from the Board can
be read by following the link on the home
page at www.littlechalfont.org.uk.
To follow what is happening, you can now
visit the Board’s own Facebook page:
facebook.com/Amersham-CommunityBoard-103122731565359

News from our Parish Council
Basic duties are quite simple: to attend a reasonable
number of full council meetings, held on the second
Because of coronavirus restrictions, Wednesday of each month, at 7.30pm and planning
parish
council
elections
were committee meetings, held every four weeks, also on a
postponed in 2020 and are now Wednesday evening.
scheduled for May 2021. Some
councillors having served on the parish If you would like to know more about the parish council,
council for many years, have decided why not come along to observe a meeting? These are
to stand down this time, so we will currently being held remotely, using Zoom because of the
need some new local heroes to fill the virus restrictions. If you would like further details, please
contact the parish clerk for an agenda and details of how
gaps!
to log on. Tel 01494 766655 or email
Little Chalfont is a great place to live, with a steadily clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk
growing population. Taking care of the local environment
where you have chosen to make your home, needs keen Streetlights
volunteers to look after it.
We are currently converting all
As well as the day to day responsibility for Westwood parish council owned streetlights
Park, the village hall, the Finch Lane pond area, most to LED lamps, which should be
streetlights in the village and managing our wonderful completed by the time you read
nature park, we have other major projects too. These this. This will result in lower
include plans for a new building to replace the village hall, electricity costs and, more
as well as opposing the proposal to build some 700 houses importantly, fewer lamp failures.
on land to the east of the village, matters of great concern If you spot a lamp not working,
to our residents.
please report it to the parish
Furthermore, problems of speeding, anti-social parking council office stating the road and the number of the
and littering are some of the subjects that are regularly lamppost.

Local Heroes needed!

discussed at council meetings along with local planning
applications.
Being a parish councillor is varied and interesting work. No
special expertise or qualifications are required, just an
interest in helping to ensure that the village is well
maintained and a pleasant place to live.

Hedges and boundaries
Residents are reminded of their responsibility to ensure
that their hedges, shrubs etc do not protrude outside their
boundaries so as to cause a danger or inconvenience to
others. Please check regularly and cut back where
required.

Little Chalfont Living Advent Calendar 2020
The first Little Chalfont Living Advent
Calendar provided a wonderful display
of creativity and light in the run-up to
Christmas. It gave villagers the chance
to get outside and do something safe
and festive.

Thank you to the 24 families who each
transformed one window of their
house, those who went to view the
windows, and those who donated to
the Little Chalfont Primary School PTA.
If you missed seeing the windows in
person you can see a montage of them
all illustrated on the right, but better on
Little Chalfont Primary School’s website.
We sincerely hope this is something
that won’t just be for Covid, but for
every Little Chalfont Christmas to
come!
Katherine Punch on behalf of Little Chalfont
Primary School PTA
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Community improvement plan (CIP)
The Little Chalfont Community Improvement Plan (CIP) represents the views and aspirations of the community. All the
current projects are joint initiatives between the Community Association and the Parish Council.
Little Chalfont Good Neighbours The current
focus remains on providing help and support
during the pandemic.

Litter ‘Thank you’ to all who took part in the
village-wide clean-up in November. Sadly,
however, the improvement was short lived,
particularly in the village centre, and the Parish
See separate details that accompany the newsletter.
Council is reviewing with Buckinghamshire
Encouraging Visitors The continuing pandemic, Council, not only the level of litter bins but also the
including the present lockdown, is delaying the frequency of emptying those bins.
project to create PDF leaflets of walks, in and
However, even if more bins/collections are achieved, they
around the village. This is not causing undue
will not necessarily solve the constant and needless
concern, as any marketing plan for visitors to the whole of
littering that is still being experienced and consideration is
the Chilterns and its communities, will not be addressed
also being given to other initiatives that will help
until a semblance of normality returns and we are on top
Nature Friendly Village Three of the four
of the coronavirus.
patches of wildflowers now have spring bulbs
Underpass lighting – Beel Close to Marigold Walk
planted in them and the fourth, on the Chenies
At last – good news! By the time that you read
Parade verge will have other bulbs and flowers
this update, the legal formalities with Transport
planted shortly.
for London should have been completed and
instructions issued to the contractors to proceed with the Do you have any burning issues or a choice of another
installation. Allowing for a lead-in time for the contractors project in the Community Improvement Plan that you
to order in the parts and to schedule the work into its would like to see addressed in 2021?
programme, we expect the lighting to be installed in Please let the Community Association know by emailing
March – if not before.
secretary@littlechalfont.org.uk
You will find the CIP on the website at: littlechalfont.org.uk/community_plan.html

Cytiva at Amersham Place

GE Healthcare news

Having separated the Life Sciences business from GE
Healthcare to become Cytiva in April last year, the
Amersham Place building (one of four global HQ
offices for Cytiva) now sports the Cytiva name and
logo.

Amid the turmoil of the pandemic, GE healthcare found new
ways of overcoming unimaginable challenges and continued
doing what they do best: supporting customers in their pursuit
of providing patients with the best care possible.

Cytiva were proud supporters in December of the
Chiltern Foodbank appeal providing drop-off space
in the front car park.
The car park will
continue to be
available for free
short
stay
parking for the
coming months,
to support local
businesses.
The team at Cytiva are committed to improving
access to life-changing therapies that transform
human health.

They saw developments – especially in digital – and acted upon
them to drive efficiency and productivity, and improve
outcomes in ways that may otherwise have taken years. The
following highlights a couple of examples of recent successes:


GE Healthcare engineers developed “CT in a Box”, that could
be deployed anywhere, even outside a hospital. CT is an
important tool for critically ill COVID-19 patients.



They also ramped up production of vital medical equipment
needed by medical teams during the pandemic, such as
ventilators, anaesthesia machines, monitors, ultrasound and
X-rays at factories in the US and China.



At the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in Wuhan, China, a
field hospital was built within 7 days.

Many more of their exciting achievements can be found in a
report from their CEO, by following the link at:
www.littlechalfont.org.uk
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Community Information

WI

For those of you who know
the history of the W.I. you
will know that it will take a
lot more than a global pandemic to stop
us from carrying on!
We have moved all our activities on to
Zoom including our monthly meetings
where we:


had a ‘cook-a-long’ with Kumud
from The Cooking Academy;



had a barrister who changed her
career to a stand up comedian,
Ginny Davis “To the Fringe and
Beyond’;



held our AGM;



had a Wreath Making Demo by
Francesca from 'The Flower
Boutique', the village florist;

was not raining, but it was the hottest day The quiz team meet online every fortnight
of the year and much too hot to picnic
and we had a really good giggle; laughter
without any shade.
is definitely the best medicine.
The craft group
have been very
busy with lots of
different online
activities,
patchwork,
sewing, card
making, origami,
bath bombs, bead
making and more.
The gardening group have done an
exceptional job as I am sure you will all
agree, the village triangle has been a riot
of colour and the displays have been very
impressive, they really have a great
imagination.

The Story Sack team created ‘Georges
Marvellous Medicine’ for St Georges
School, it was sewn, knitted, papier
mâchéd and then Men in Sheds made a
house, all delivered to the school to
enable reading through play. This is one of
We were due to meet up for a socially
distanced picnic in Westwood Park but the many stories that have been recreated for
weather conspired against us. For once it local schools over the years.


and then had a virtual Christmas
party, where we had a mocktail
into a cocktail demonstration and a
scavenger hunt.

Dr Challoner’s High School

education and wellbeing. I am also
enormously grateful for our wonderful
girls. They are great fun to be with, an
absolute pleasure to teach and have
remained stoic and hard working.
I enjoyed putting together ‘Top Fives’
including this one about last half term:

View over the school at sunset

It has been a challenging year for all
schools including Dr Challoner’s High
School, however, the Challoner’s high
spirit is unquenchable and we have
continued to do our best day after day.
Our latest release, the Challymas 2020
Dance is three minutes of unbridled
celebration, joy and togetherness and
sums up our wonderful school spirit; a
spirit which fuelled a great Autumn Term,
despite the odds. See it at:
youtu.be/BiHs7O0t_Hg
I cannot thank our staff enough. Amidst
the swirling national gloom, relentless bad
news and daily challenges, our staff have
focussed with everything they’ve got on
what is most important to us – our girls’

In the next six months, we will have more
challenges and I am sure we will adapt to
them as they appear. We meet on Zoom
on the second Tuesday of the month at
19.30 until we can meet in person and
then we will be back in the village hall at
19.45. In January we had Home
Economist, Sian Fox, in February we have
magazine editor, Sarah Drew Jones and in
March we have author Helen Dale. We are
doing a rolling three month schedule until
we can meet again but details will be on
our Facebook Page or you can email us.
We have been extremely lucky during
lockdown and we have had nine new
members, if you want to join us please
don’t be shy and come along online, we
are very friendly and you would be very
welcome.
If you would like to see what we are all
about please do contact us on
lcevewi@gmail.com
Paula Hughes (President – Little Chalfont Evening
WI )

encapsulates the Challoner’s high spirit at
its best; joyful, quirky, collaborative and
full of flair and positivity.
2. Hope for the future. Strong progress
with vaccines has given us all
hope. Rapidly increasing research and
understanding of the coronavirus are also
enabling
us
to
broaden
our
provision. Extra-curricular sport has been
building momentum and we are able to
significantly ramp up extra-curricular
Music from January, as the research has
led to detailed guidance and procedures

5.
Continued success, including:
exceptional successes of girls and
alumnae, even at national level; 26th best
state school in The Times’ recent Parent
Power supplement, including top school
in Bucks; and our new designation from
the Department for Education as a 1. Our incredible staff and students. It is
National Careers Ambassador
here that my words feel wholly
4. Teacher House Dance. The level of inadequate. I often wonder how I have
dancing and comedy genius went up a been so fortunate as to be surrounded by
couple of notches this year. The highlight a school full of the most wonderfully
for me was the utter randomness of Mr community-minded, giving, quirky (!),
Phillips and Mr Bristow dressed as hard-working, caring and lion-hearted
staff and students.
bananas and ‘break dancing’. Go to:
Very best wishes to our local community
for a happy, healthy and hopefully
3. Challymas. Lockdown gloom was increasingly optimistic New Year.
replaced with our new Christmas lights,
gloriously decorated classrooms and daily Alan Roe,
festive events and activities. Challymas Headteacher
youtu.be/mJ8ifTdPDR4
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Nature Park News
Our ‘hidden gem” of a nature park is not
so hidden any more! We have seen more
people from further afield discover its
peace and tranquillity, over the past few
months in particular. As well as local
residents and visitors from surrounding
villages, we have also had people from
Tring in Hertfordshire, and a couple of
families from Ealing in London, who drove
up to the nature park especially to take
the children on an outdoor picnic after
finding it on our website.
With the problems of lockdowns,
especially during the summer, the nature
park has been a wonderful place to enjoy
the outdoors while still maintaining social
distancing. It has been especially
important for families that don’t have the
benefit of their own garden.
This summer we saw
an increase in the
number of families
celebrating birthdays
and other events in
the park. Our picture
shows one family
enjoying a birthday
party under the
glorious
autumn
colours of our red
oak.

Unfortunately our ancient hornbeam,
situated near the wildwood den, had been
blown over in strong winds in late
summer.

The fallen ancient hornbeam

We are pleased to report, however, that
the tree specialist who inspected it
reckons it may still have enough root
cover to allow the tree to survive. To help
it to recover, some of the very long
branches that had caused the tree to
topple have been cut back. We hope it will
start to show new leaf growth next spring.

There have also been times when people
have brought their dogs to the park. We
do state quite clearly, at the entrance to
the park, that dogs are not allowed, and
the reasons why. Parents with young
children appreciate the fact that dogs are
not allowed in the park, as do our elderly
visitors. There are plenty of other places
in the village where dog owners can safely
exercise their pets, so we ask all dog
owners to please respect our nature park
and not take their dogs with them when
they visit.
Earlier last year, the Beavers from the first
Amersham Common Scout Group spent
some time in the park practising their
photography skills with a competition to
design the best poster. The winner was 6year-old Leon Wojcik and the poster he
designed is displayed on the parish council
notice board on the village green. Well
done Leon!

We are grateful to the members of the
‘friends of the nature park’ who keep the
park well maintained and clear of litter please use the litter bins provided or,
better still, take your litter home with you.
The ‘friends’ were extra busy last year,
mending the woodland path, clearing
brambles and also restoring our bug hotel
to its former glory.

HELP GIVEN TO LOCAL SCHOOLS
Cytiva and GE Healthcare provide financial assistance to meet urgent needs faced by
families struggling with remote learning
Initiated by our friends at Cytiva, the Community Association
has helped to establish what information technology (IT)
challenges are being faced by the three schools in the village, in
their delivery of online teaching and remote learning. The
results revealed that all three had students that are missing out
on effective remote learning and that, due to the pandemic,
their families are facing difficult circumstances. This in turn is
affecting the ability of those families to provide effective IT
needs, including essential peripheral supplies.
These results were advised to Cytiva and the company
responded by offering some emergency funding and it was
quickly joined by GE Healthcare when the situation was shared
with them.

Each company is donating £5,000 and it has been arranged that
the funds will be split equally between the three schools. (The
Association and Parish Council have chipped a little more so that
the amount on the way to the schools can be rounded up.)
The three schools benefitting are:


Chalfont Valley EAct Primary Academy



Little Chalfont Primary School



Dr Challoner’s High School.

We are delighted to be able to report this generous and timely
help and to record the grateful thanks of both the schools and
the community, to both companies.
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Community News
1st Amersham Common Scout Group,
Little Chalfont
Following the summer term where we
kept busy doing activities online via Zoom;
the 1st Amersham Common Beavers and
Cubs were eager to meet again face-toface when we were allowed to. Risk
assessments and planning were done,
with this in mind, over the holidays and
we were pleased to be able to meet up
again at the start of September.

and, in two sessions, all
helped to plant daffodil
bulbs in groups round
the trees on the long
grass stretch running
between
Amersham
Way and Amersham
Road (just before the
zebra crossing and
railway bridge as you
We were lucky with the weather and were
approach the village from Chorleywood).
able to meet in sunshine for the whole of
September and October, playing games The Beavers are now keeping an eye on
and doing photography challenges that them as they grow (with their school very
enabled us to meet up but keep safe.
close) and we are all looking forward to
them bringing lots of colour to the Village
We have been to Westwood Park for
in the Spring.
some meetings and used the Little
Chalfont Nature Park for the rest, using After half term we had a joint, if socially
torches as the days got shorter; which was distanced, session of Beavers and Cubs on
particularly fun for our Halloween sessions the Village Green. During this, the children
where the Beavers and Cubs attached all decorated stones with poppies and
glow sticks on their arms and legs before messages for Remembrance Sunday,
the light went, and then had fun being
“glow stick” Scouts.

had fun playing Guess Who with the
children all wearing different items, had a
virtual scavenger hunt round the Nature
Park (using photos), and did some crafts
for Christmas. During this we all made
decorations which were collected and
hung together as a chandelier, which was
added to the Little Chalfont WI Christmas
display.
We made the most of being able to meet
again in December by having our autumn
torchlit walk around the village, spotting
Christmas decorations. For the last session
of the term we split the group into two so
we could meet in our Scout Hut (for the
first time this term). It was nice to be able
to invest all the new members fully into
the group.
It’s been a strange and tough year for
everyone but we
have been really
impressed
by
the strength and
resilience of the
children to keep
with the group,
doing zoom sessions in the summer and
then keeping safe when we were able to
meet this last term.

If you are interested in finding out more
about our group, please contact Victoria
which they placed by the War Memorial.
Golby
on
07770
782
922
or
We fitted this in just before the country victoriagolby@live.co.uk.
went back into lockdown and we had to Alternatively you can find us at:
In October we met with one of the move sessions back to Zoom for 4 weeks. www.facebook.com/1stAmershamCommonScouting
residents of Amersham Way (Helen Tyers) We didn’t let this get us down though and www.1stamershamcommonscouting.com/

Community Library

VILLAGE DAY

Due to the current lockdown the Library is currently closed; we will reopen when the
Government and Buckinghamshire Council advise it is safe to do so.

Due to the pandemic there are no
plans to hold Village Day this year.

In the meantime the Library will continue with its Book Delivery Service where local
residents who are shielding or unable to leave their house can request books to be
delivered from the Library to their doorstep. To register or request Books to be
delivered this way please call 01494 764602 or email littlechalfontlibrary@gmail.com
Our shed was vandalised on Guy Fawkes night and fireworks were set off inside it. The
damage was so great that we have had to dismantle and remove it. We were helped
in this by Daniel Peacock Do It All Dan And Van (facebook.com) who saw the pictures
of our damaged shed on our Facebook page and offered to help with the dismantling
and removal free of charge.
Many thanks to all our Library Volunteers and the Trustees of the library without
whom we would not be able to operate. They have been magnificent in what was a
very difficult year which is now thankfully behind us. We look forward to welcoming
you all in the Library in the not too distant future and wish you all a safe and healthy
2021.

7

Although many will have been
vaccinated by June, the programme for
the whole population is not expected to
be completed until the autumn and
holding such an event where any social
distancing would be impossible, is
considered to be too much of a risk.
Additionally, the organisation for Village
Day usually begins in January/February
and at this time, the Community
Association does not have anyone to
take on the organisation.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION FACING SERIOUS CHALLENGES
Yes! We need your help
Dear reader,
Little Chalfont Community Association is a completely independent voluntary organisation, professionally run by a committee that
operates as a team to deliver a range of benefits for the community. Over the years, the team has shrunk to a small group of seven
and attempts to attract new volunteers to help run the association have, regrettably, been unsuccessful.
By members of the team taking on additional roles, we have managed to continue delivering most of our activities but this is no
longer a sustainable position. The stage has been reached where we either build back the team or reduce our activities. There is no
wish to go down the latter route and we hope that you will give serious consideration to either joining our team to share the work
load or to giving us some of your time to help with our activities, without having to join the committee.
Being involved is an enjoyable way to give something back to the community and is very rewarding. Over the years since the
Community Association was formed, we have seen our community spirit grow and our landmarks have included:


Being the initiator of the Nature Park



Progressing the Community Improvement Plan that reflects the community’s wishes.



Alongside the Parish Council, acting as the community’s voice against the development of up to 700 dwellings.



Continuing the work of the LC Revitalisation Group e.g. Christmas Lights and Village Day



Creating Little Chalfont Good Neighbours – currently focusing on providing covid help

We would like more of you to share this rewarding feeling and set out below are the roles and areas where assistance is needed.
You will note that we have split them into three different categories, relative to their importance. Initially, we are looking for
expressions of possible interest, with a willingness to chat through the role (without commitment), including the likely time
involvement (which varies but is certainly not demanding).
We look forward to hearing from you. (Contact details below.)

The Committee

Key Roles
Secretary – including minute taking and meeting
organisation.
Treasurer – with or without the bookkeeping role.

Team roles on the committee
PR & Communication – including newsletter production
and other promotion

Non-committee roles (working through the
Chairman or another team member)
Village Day Organiser (2022 onwards)
Christmas Lights and Hanging Baskets organiser
Webmaster – looking after the website and assisting the
present aim of updating with a new design.

All of our roles allow and indeed encourage those carrying
Business Liaison – Representing the interests of shops and prime responsibility to involve other volunteers to share
businesses in the village and working with them to achieve delivery of the activity.
improvements
Membership Secretary – Looking after the association’s
membership records and annual renewals (allowing the
present Membership Secretary to potentially fill another
role).

Please contact us by emailing one of:
secretary@littlechalfont.org.uk or
membership@littlechalfont.org.uk

Planning – Assessing planning applications that have a
wider implication to the whole village and recommending
responses to the committee. (Could possibly be
undertaken as a non-committee role)

or by telephoning 01494 762260
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