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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL VILLAGE DAY
Congratulations to Paul Nicholls (pictured with microphone, below right) for another splendidly organised Village Day.
For the first time in some years, we were blessed with a warm and sunny day. The village centre was busy even
before many of the stalls were fully prepared and remained that way until the event
finished at 4.00pm. As one of the team of helpers emailed after the event:
‘What a great success it was. The best one so far’. (Thank you Louise).

Charity Fun Run
As usual, the day began with our charity Fun Run, with a record number of 172 runners.
The net proceeds were just below £600 and, with a donation of £300 from Wilson Heal,
the nominated charities of Neuroblastoma UK and our own Nature Park (via Little Chalfont
Charitable Trust) received £450 each.

On your marks….

L to R: Ben Sharp (Neuroblastoma UK) – Jonathan Wilson
(Wilson Heal) – Roger Funk (Nature Park Management Group)

Proposed New

Well done to Parry
Hughes-Morgan and
his team for
organising the run and
to David Thomas, the
winner (once again).

Community Centre
- a step closer.

Go to page 5 to see how you can
help...
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Village Day
Some entries into the Scarecrow competition:

Winners:
Children (above): Early Years children at
Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary Academy.
Adults (first right): Upper Cut

Art Competition entries

Local talent on
display on the
green

Bake Off Competition

OOPS!
EATEN...

Winners of the Bake Off:

A selection of the Art Competition entries displayed in
the Library. (See full results on Page 3.)

Anaya Miller (12 years and under) and
Lesley Delnevo (adult - entry pictured above).
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Village Day continued...
Community Involvement
Village Day is our annual celebration of the Little Chalfont community and succeeds only because so many take part in
the event. Thank you to everyone who came along to enjoy the day but in particular:







Our clubs and organisations who successfully promoted their benefits.
The Entertainer, Bojangles and Pets at No. 1 for donating prizes.
All our shops and businesses that took part, advertised in the programme and contributed from their takings.
Those who performed and showed off their talents on the village green.
Little Chalfont Primary and Chalfont Valley E-Act Primary schools for their involvement.
Brian Turney and his team of marshalls, programme sellers and general helpers for setting up and the post event clearance.

Also to GE Healthcare for delaying the installation of the hoarding around its Amersham Place building, so that the
lawn remained available for use!

Art Competition Results
Class

Prize

Name

School

Reception

Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*
Winner
H.C*

Sammy Ruparelia
Theo Tate
Alba Yumi Alpine
Amelie Upton
Liliana Wojcik
Sophie Platts
Milly Chauhan
Chloe Hutton
Jayesh Board
Sophie Nunn
Aditya Pasuparthi
Lula Szuk
Musthakim Miah
Samson Ray

Little Chalfont Primary
Little Chalfont Primary
Little Chalfont Primary
Chenies
Little Chalfont Primary
Little Chalfont Primary
Little Chalfont Primary
Chenies
Chenies
Chenies
Little Chalfont Primary
Chenies
Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary Academy
Chenies

Year 1
Year 2

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

*Highly Commended by the Community (runner-up)

Community Improvement Plan
Community Action Plan Review
Whilst the refreshed Action Plan – likely to be re-styled as our Community Improvement Plan – is not quite ready to be
shared with you, it is now coming together and should be available soon.
Once finalised, it will not only include the items carried forward from the present Action Plan, but cover most of the
ideas and suggestions received, suitably categorised and presented as projects to be taken forward.
Although some of the projects will be challenging and will require the aid of different agencies, many others will present opportunities for residents to help in their delivery. If you contributed to our consultation and are passionate
about a particular improvement, please let us know by dropping us an email to cip@littlechalfont.org.uk

Once the Plan has been agreed by the Community Association committee and Parish Council, it
will be shared with the community and the team are currently considering the different ways
that this can be achieved.
The picture shows two of the team, Rose Crabb and Sian Lloyd at the stall on Village Day, when
an initial draft of the Plan was on display. Our thanks to them and, indeed to Stephanie Buller
and John Aberson for their valuable input at the earlier stages.
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Community Association News
Latest position on various initiatives/issues in which the Community Association is involved.
Waste Transfer Station

Emerging Local Plan Update

In our January newsletter, we reported that Bucks County
Council had announced that it had decided not to proceed
with the Waste Transfer Station, adjacent to the London
Road Depot.

There are no material developments to report. The threat
remains that Green Belt land between Lodge Lane and
Burtons Lane may be released for building, and Chiltern and
South Bucks District Councils continue to gather the
evidence they need to decide whether or not this will be
However, the planning application (from FCC) remained
included in the Draft Local Plan. Little of this evidence is yet
open in the books of Bucks CC for some time but we can
available to read, and it may not be published until the Draft
now advise that it has been withdrawn, effectively bringing
Local Plan is produced for consultation in October/
a formal closure to the matter.
November this year. The Coordination Group will continue
to monitor the situation closely.

Unitary Authority Proposals

Planning Consultants and Pledges:

In our update within the Parish Council’s last newsletter, we
reported that the Department for Communities and Local
Government (DCLG) was considering the choice between a
single Buckinghamshire County Unitary Authority and a two
Unitary Authority model covering the north and south of the
county.

On the recommendation of the Coordination Group, both
the Community Association and the Parish Council remain
committed to the probable need to commission reports
from planning consultants,
alongside
continuing
professional advice.

It had been anticipated that a decision would have been
made by now, but the General Election intervened and
there is now no indication of when the matter will be dealt
with. It is understood that the official line from DCLG is that
a decision will be made by the new government, ‘as soon as
is practicable’. This rather suggests that the decision will not
be made for some time!

The response to our ‘call for pledges’ made through the
leaflet delivered early in May has been very encouraging,
and we thank all who have made pledges so far. Our target
was £30,000 and we currently have pledges worth 76% of
that figure. There is no closing date on the request, and we
would be delighted if the target were to be reached.

If readers have not yet made a pledge, but are willing to do
so, this would be much appreciated. A copy of the leaflet,
which includes guidance on how to make a pledge, is
available in the Library and the Parish Council office or can
Development at the end of Chenies Parade
be downloaded from:
The building is now fast taking shape and we understand www.littlechalfont.org.uk/call%20for%20pledges.pdf
that completion is expected next January.
If, indeed, it proves necessary to wait until the Draft Local
The developers continue to do all they can to minimise the Plan is available before we identify the issues on which we
inconvenience and have asked us to convey their may need to mount challenges (for example matters of
infrastructure), any calling in of the pledges may not take
appreciation of the patience shown by the community.
place until later in the year. In the meantime, we continue
to pursue the production of a consultant’s report which will
counter the claims made to justify release of the land from
the Green Belt.
The Community Association’s existing planning reserves,
backed up by funds from the Parish Council, if required,
could be sufficient to cover the costs on an interim basis.

GE Healthcare – Refurbishment at Amersham
Place
See message from GEHC on page 7
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News from our Parish Council
Westwood Park

We have also obtained funding from the Local Area Forum
There have been a few changes at Westwood Park over the to replace the existing bollards in Chenies Parade and
continue the refurbishment programme which began last
last couple of months.
year at Nightingales Corner.
In the children's play area, resurfacing has taken place
underneath the roundabout and the Sputnik, which are two We hope that both projects will be completed later this
of the most popular items of play equipment. A number of year.
the balance beams have also been replaced. A bear and
dolphin have come to swallow the rubbish, with the old
bins being relocated in the rest of the park.
At the Pavilion, unfortunately due to recent and persistent
vandalism, we have had to install CCTV cameras.

Village Green
Following a recent grant from CDC, we will be working with
the LCCA to complete improvements on the village green,
with a solid path leading onto the green past the noticeboards (see right).

Proposed new Community Centre
Most readers of this newsletter will know that the parish
council, supported by the community association, has
made a proposal to build a new community centre on the
site of the existing village hall. The present hall is over 60
years old and badly in need of updating. There is
insufficient letting space to satisfy demand and little
storage space. The present parish council office is also too
small for current requirements.

parish council hopes to submit as a planning application in
the late summer of 2017.
An exhibition took place in the existing village hall, in May
2017, when residents were able to view the plans and offer
their feedback. The plans were also shown on Village Day.
The response has been extremely positive.
As part of this current consultation, local people are asked
to complete an online survey, available on the parish
council website. If you have already completed a feedback
card you should not complete the survey but please
encourage your family and friends to do so. Every vote is
important to show that the community is backing this
scheme.
The website shows how to complete the survey and gives
more information about the new building. The website is
www.littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk
Latest Artist’s impression, still subject to change

Current Village Hall

Previous consultations have shown overwhelming support
from local residents for a new building and, following
extensive consultation with users of the present hall and
potential users of the new building, the architects retained
by the parish council have produced a design that the

PLEASE VOTE TODAY
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Nature Park News
The attraction of the park has certainly caught the attention of the community, as evidenced by the
number of visitors, many of them returning regularly to enjoy the tranquility that it offers.
Annual meadow cutting: As you are reading this article, there may be just enough time
for you to see the meadow before its annual cut. It is provisionally scheduled for the week
commencing 24th July, weather permitting of course. The park will be closed on the day it is
cut and when the cut grass is collected up after the flowers have dropped their seeds.

Slide and climbing wall: Those of you who have visited the woodland will have seen that these features have been
installed but fenced off. The reason for this is that there is still some work to be completed and for some adjustments
to be made to eliminate aspects of the installation that present unacceptable risks. For various reasons, this additional
work has taken much longer to be completed that we would have wished but, as we go to print, arrangements are in
hand and both the slide and climbing wall should be in use by the end of July.

Picnic Tables: Many of you will have seen the charring on top of one of the tables, caused
by the inconsiderate lighting of a small fire. However, on your next visit, you will see that a
carved flower has replaced the charred area. This has been done by our local wood turner
Brian Higley and we extend a huge ‘thank you’ to him for a splendid piece of work. The
flower has 26 individually carved pieces, carefully set into the two sleepers.

The park as a learning resource: Our planned programme for local
schools to use the park as a place of learning is beginning to take shape.
There have been visits already by Chenies Primary School as part of an
orienteering visit to the village and both Little Chalfont Primary School
and Dr Challoner’s High School have visits planned. Most notably,
however, have been visits by every class at Chalfont Valley E-ACT Primary
Academy, with all the children helping to build a Bug Hotel (see picture).
It will take a little while for this free accommodation to be taken up by our
mini-beasties and small mammals but they will not be able to resist!

What’s next?
There are still one or two additional small features that the team
would like to see in the park, including another sculpture and may
be another carved bench and picnic table; these present
sponsorship opportunities should they be of interest to the
reader.
The main focus over the coming months will be to generate the
further funding needed for the planned woodland den in the
picnic/play area, the sensory area and the paths that will enable
everyone to enjoy our very special park.
The woodland den will be similar to this illustration.

For more details, please visit the ‘Get Involved’ link on the Nature Park website:
http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/

Not yet visited the park?
This really should be on your ‘to do’ list. The park has different things to see throughout the year.
Don’t miss out on the village’s very special amenity!
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Community Information
GE starts refurbishment work at Amersham Place
GE Healthcare has started work to refurbish and update its offices at Amersham Place and The Grove
Centre in Little Chalfont. The updated office design will promote more collaborative working, helping to
support the future growth of the business.
GE’s contractors, BW: Workplace Experts are initially carrying out renovation work to prepare the building for
refurbishment. During this time, parking at the front of the building, which has been used by residents outside office
hours, will no longer be accessible because the contractors have placed protective hoardings around the site for reasons
of safety.
GE Healthcare would like to apologise for any inconvenience that site traffic may cause. BW have assured us that any
impact will be kept to a minimum. The works will involve alterations to the existing front entrance and works to the
external areas directly adjoining the building and within the site boundaries. We expect the works to be completed
during the spring of 2018 and that employees will resume working at the site later that year.
Residents may contact info.healthcare@ge.com or chairman@littlechalfont.org.uk with any queries.

Little Chalfont Community Library
Little Chalfont Community Library has been serving the local and
wider community for 10 years.
To celebrate, the library had a party on 16 June and invited all
the persons who have contributed to its success. Around 90
persons were able to attend and, thanks to sponsorship by local
firms, enjoyed wine and canapes.
Jim Brooks, the Chairman of the Library, made a short
introductory speech and then Martin Tett, our local Bucks
County Councillor and Leader of Bucks County Council, took the
opportunity to share with those present the very significant
success the Library has achieved over the years. To find out more
please go to www.littlechalfontlibrary.org.uk/news where you
will be able to view photographs and a video of the event.

From L to R: Cheryl Gillan MP, John Greensmith (Founder Chairman),
David Wolstenholme (Library and Volunteer Manager), Jim Brooks
(Chairman), Martin Tett (BCC), Gill Roberts (Chair of Little Chalfont
Parish Council), Mimi Harker (CDC).

Amersham Museum and Little Chalfont

Chess Valley Churches Together

As part of the museum’s extensive improvements, historical
information on surrounding villages will be on display and
this will be complemented with articles on the museum’s
website.

Local churches are banding together again, for a 4th
consecutive year, to offer Family Craft Days on Tuesdays
and Thursdays during August at the Pavilion in our Little
Chalfont Westwood Park.

Before Little Chalfont developed, there were several farms in
the area and Peggy Lancaster, a Little Chalfont resident and
known to many, has been researching these farms. Her
article can be found on the museum’s website
www.amershamhistory.info/little-chalfont/, together with an
article on Beel House.

Congratulations to Peggy and, indeed to the Amersham
Museum. The museum is well worth a visit if readers have
yet to see the improvements, and the website articles are
certainly a recommended read.
Open Wed - Sun, 12 - 16.30. Admission £3, children free.
www.amershammuseum.org
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These sessions are sponsored by Skipton Building Society
and Chiltern District Council and run by volunteers from
the local Anglican, Roman Catholic and Methodist
churches. Crafts are provided free of charge and the
kettle is on between 11 and 3pm, providing hot drinks to
enjoy, along with homemade cakes and squash.
Come along and see what’s on offer – it’s great fun!

Community News
Simply Walks: your way to better health, one step at a time!
The Little Chalfont ‘Simply Walks’ has now been running successfully for 6
months. We are a friendly bunch and meet every Monday morning at 10.15am
for a 10.30am start.
We’ve recently walked through the Bluebell woods (see right), but in the last
few months we’ve seen new lambs, done the Rhododendron walk and visited
the Nature Park, amongst other routes. We then return to
KoHo for refreshment and a chat. You’d be welcome to join us.
www.buckscc.gov.uk/simplywalk

Little Chalfont Evening WI
Little Chalfont Evening WI have been busy organising this year's Scarecrow
Competition alongside all their usual activities and were delighted with the
high quality of all this year's entries. (See examples on Page 2)
It would be really great to hear whether residents enjoyed the
competition and whether you would like it to be a regular feature of Village
Day. Please email lcevewi@gmail.com with your comments.
The flowerbed has been in full bloom for some weeks now and we are
continuing to keep it well planted so that it should look good, and provide
food for pollinators, through the seasons.
This year we have had several new members join us - if you are interested
why not come and visit us, we meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
except August, 7.45pm in the village hall.
Facebook.com/littlechalfonteveningwi

Little Chalfont Guides

Twelve Little Chalfont Guides went ‘Up at the O2’ in July,
tackling the iconic climb in temperatures in excess of 30
degrees.
Completed in stages, the guides were strapped into
harnesses to complete the ascent and descent. While on
top of the venue, they were able to walk around and
admire the amazing views across Canary Wharf and out
past the Thames Barrier.
The girls, aged between 12 and 14, attempted the tough
climb as part of their summer programme, which also
included kayaking, Warner’s Harry Potter World and
Chesham’s open air pool. They will end the term with an
overnight camp in Hyde Heath, where they will complete
more traditional activities.

3rd Chenies & Chalfont Guides go ‘Up the O2’

They belong to 3rd Chenies & Chalfont Guides, which meets
each Wednesday at the Methodist Church in Little Chalfont
The Guides continue their exciting programme of activities from 7pm. To enquire about joining or helping, email unit
leader Lucie Hyde on lucie@robhyde.co.uk
and this summer has been no exception.

Little Chalfont Primary School is looking for a new Governor
We are especially interested in someone who has education experience but all are welcome to apply for this
voluntary role. Please contact Alison Smith, Chair of Governors at a405smith@btinternet.com
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